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Yano’s best friend. He works Nanami works at a Nanami’s ex-boyfriend. 
for a foreign finance company. publishing company in He works for an architecture 
He asked Nanami to marry Tokyo. She is unable to and design firm. He is 
him but was rejected. forget her feelings for Yano. currently living with Yuri. 


After Takeuchi tells Nanami to pursue the kind of relationship 
with Yano that she thinks is right, Nanami starts planning a way to 
approach Yano. After staying with Yuri in her mother’s last moments, 
Yano and Yuri are able to move on from their pasts and say goodbye. 
Yano finds peace with what happened with his mother and with 
Nana. Where will Nanami and Yano’s feelings lead them now? 
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HPA AAS 
MANY CANS Kz 

OF | IY J 

TOMATOES? | ke Y 


S50 SHE OH YEAH. 
BOUGHT A TON LAST YEAR 
WHEN THEY TAKAHASHI... 


WERE ON SALE... 
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"LL MAKE | 
CURRY 
TONIGHT. 
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AH. 


HELLO? | 


—_— 


\V A 


| 
a 
THIS 
WEEK- 
END? WHAT? 


| DON’T 
WHAT'S HAVE 


ANYTHING 
PLANNED 


\ 


RIGHT... 


OKAY, I’LL 
KEEP THE 
WEEKEND 
OPEN. 


YOU'RE MY COMPASS. 


SS Baa 
7 oN -AAGING 
Y, THAT HASN'T 

CHANGED 
FORME. 


OF THE 
ONION! 


a) 
CRYING 
BECAUSE 


og 
Tog ONIONS. \|I 
Top ONIONS. 
70K 
LQ, 


50 I'M 
GOING TO 
KEEP 
BELIEVING 
IN YOU. 
IT'S THAT 
SINGLE- 
MINDEDNESS 
OF MINE. 
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| HE STIL 
THINKS 
ABOUT 


«MAYBE LIKE \ pe 
THERE'S TAKEUCHI- ~~ 


— - —_. 
CURRY.uIS J | > STILL— KUN SAID... 
Q REALLY | 
ACIDIC. 


a ‘ 


gdooggd0d 
pooaod 
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I'M ASKING 
YOU AGAIN... 


COULD YOU 
GIVE ME YANO'S 
CONTACT 
ADDRESS? 


STAY IN 
LOVE WITH 


SO LONG? 


THAT'S NOT 

SOMETHING 
| COULD 

EVER DO... 


ae) 


a 


a "7; 


area Z 


Hy I 


Machina mC / *% 
SUPPORT SOMEONE IN / 
THE RIGHT WAY. a ; 
| LET'S SEE 
YOU PROVE 
ME WRONG. 


«15 THAT I'M 
CLUELESS WHEN 
IT COMES TO 
MATTERS OF 
THE HEART. 


HOW 
LONG 
ARE YOU 
GOING 
LET THAT 
SEAWEED 
SOUP SIT 
FOR? 


(tll be 


\ mush 
wl \ ry - 
' WOULD. 1 
SMILE Nien aia! YOU'RE HA 
re Hie LIKE\TO| [ouTor Hal] s cai 
mail } IT. L 
USED TO. SEE... | Q 


|DO 
ADMIT... 


WAY \. 
\ REMEMBER. 
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AGAIN? 


Uhh, no, 
pele What king 
| 


of sent, 
7, Senteng 
pelete is ty i 


ate 


COULD YOU 


‘ COME DOWN TO 
ee THE OFFICE? 
THERE! INEED TO 

"| SPEAK WITH 


YOU. 


A CHANGE IN 
EDITORS? 


: aT 
ee 


IT'LL 'M GOOD WITH 

BE FINE, | SHOJO MANGA, 
’ BUT | DON’T 
eset KNOW MUCH 

ABOUT SHONEN 

TIME FOR | MANGA... TO BE 

EVERY- | EXACT,| DON’T 
THING! KNOW ANY- 

THING... 


YOU'VE YAMADA 
ALWAYS IS NOW 
BUT ff) SAID YOU IN THE 
YAMADA || WANTED TO HOSPITAL 
HASA || BE TRANS- DUE TO 
BACK- Ley i A 
HE MANGA HERNIA... 
cadets NO | EpitorIAL je q 
DEPART- L 
mana... |\ CEPART - 
\ WHAT? ass il 
501 GN S 
THOUGHT \I BuT 
THIS ISN'T SO | WANT YOU 


WOULD BE |) THAT TO BEINCHARGE => 
YAIMOR \\ AGOOD |THEVERY/ OF SHINTANI I’ 
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Ben ets OPPORTU- | FIRST SENSEI'S NEW 
To Persuave (\NITYFOR /| MANGA SERIES THAT 
i YOU. SERIES 
SHINTANI |; STARTS IN JUNE 
SENSEITO EER se UNTIL YAMADA 
CREATE A Te GETS BACK. 
SERIES FOR nee 
MUST... 
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I WANT YOU TO 
DROP BY TO SEE 
SHINTANI-SAN 

TOMORROW. 


"ITWAS GREAT 
_ SEEING YOU THE 
OTHER DAY. 


AS HAPPY TO HEAR YOUR TRUE THOUGHTS. 


IF IT'S OKAY WITH YOU... 


..l HOPE WE CAN TALK MORE. 


lS 
YESTERDAY'S 
ACIDIC CURRY 
LEFTOVERS... 


1SMELL \ 
YELLOWTAIL ‘7 
SIMMERING \ 7 
WITH DAIKON 
RADISHES. 


© BUT MY 
DINNER 
TONIGHT... 


ee x 
BUT. I'M SURE THERE ARE 
THINGS, THAT AR 
FOR YOU,TO TALK 


ba ee 


DISCUSS, OR THINGS | 
SORTING/OUT:INKYOUR MIND.\ | 


| WON'T FORCE YOU TO TELL ME. 


ATSUSHI 
HAS 
ALREADY 
DECIDED THE 
DATE FOR 


..WOULD YOU LISTEN... 


«TO WHAT | WANT TO 
SAY TO YOU? 
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ever youre 


I'M SURPRISED 
YOU MANAGED 
TOFINDA 
ROOM SO 
QUICKLY. 


dodgy. 


MAYBE THERE 
WAS A POLICE 
BUST HERE? 
ORIT'S 
HAUNTED? 


Na 

\) THERE 
| BY aren't a 
\(4 LOT OF 
CHEAP 
PLACES 


AA 
Soom = FT. 
ue 


Sm 


I'LL UNPACK THAT 

EVERYTHING, , ALLOW 

BUT WOULD [, PETS 
YOU MIND Hl 

WIPING THE 


FLOOR? 


eet 


Aud. 


VE NEVER 
SEENA 
GHOST 

HERE. 


HER FATHER 
IS BACK 
LIVING 


WHAT'S SHE 
GOING TO 
OO THERE? 


YAMAMOTO 
GO BACK TO 
HER FAMILY 
HOUSE? 


| GUESS 
THEY’RE 
STARTING 
OVER 
OR LIVING AS 
sOomeE- AFAMLLY... 
THING 
LIKE 
THAT. 


"Mn 
ENVIOUS. 


7 
LAITY SWS 
WTS 


I'M NOT 
ALONE. 


YOU'RE ‘ 
GOING TO ral \ 


STAY HERE CT Le 
ALONE? | 


i, 


THESE ON 
THIS RACK? 


ny 


| CAN PUT 


‘ | 


JUST PUT 
THEM AWAY 


WHERE 
THEY'LL FIT. 


HA 
the hell 
td 


| 
WQ 
(* \ 


IS THERE 
ANYPLACE 


THEY'RE 
OPEN. 


WILL yOu 
JusT 
HURRY 
UP... 


ANY- 
THING'S 
FINE. 


ANYTHING 
EDIBLE. 


.. AND ASK 
ME FOR 
TAKAHASHI'S 
PHONE 
NUMBER? 


\ 


CHINESE 
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YOU DON’T 

.. SPARE NEED TO... 
My 

FEELINGS. 


I'M NOT 
TRYING TO 
SPARE 
YOUR 
FEELINGS. 


I'LL ASK 
WHEN I’M 
READY 
TO. 


ZS 


EE 


Xa 


Le 
SSS 
ees 


PITAL 


} USING ME AS 
a AN EXCUSE 
b=. = YOU 
z FOR YOUR 
\ © 7@) Z DECISIONS. od 
\ \ 
I'VE ALWAYS 
THOUGHT... 


\ \ rk i we THAT 


WHAT'S WHAT'S 
BETWEEN BE- 
ME AND TWEEN 
TAKAHASHI... YOU AND 
TAKA- 
wl: HASHI... 


BETWEEN 

1S BETWEEN YOU AND 
ME AND TAKAHASHI 
TAKAHASHI. 


YOU KNOW 
EXACTLY 
HOW TO PUT 
IT. 


Sas 


IN THE FIVE 
YEARS 
TAKAHASHI 
AND | WERE 
TOGETHER... 


«STANDING 
BETWEEN US. 


Chili 
Stir prawns. 
fried p 


THEN WHY 
DON'T YOU 
TELL ME TO 
GO TO HELL? 


| WANTED YOU HUH?! 
TO BE THERE WHY WOULD 
AS MUCH AS | EVER SAY 


SHE DID. THAT? 


owe cucn : 
apainin wee ‘Sheesp, 
N\ 


We ass: 7 
tl q \ 


Be 
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THINK A 
GHOST WILL 
APPEAR? 


0 AH, THAT YOu 
suv! owe YELLOW REMEMBER 
che {e f kas PARAKEET. PEEKO? 

igi A 


PEE-CHAN 
| BURIED HER CAME TO OUR 
UNDERNEATH THE HOUSE AND 
AZALEA TREE IN LIVED FOR 
THE GARDEN. SEVEN LONG 


THEN ONE 
sal WOKE UP TIME... 


«ANDO SAW SUDDENLY IN 

PEE-CHAN THE MIDOLE 
SITTING OF THE 
THERE ON MY NIGHT... 


FUTON. 


| couton't 
_ | BELIEVE 
= 44 mMYEYES. 


| WASN'T 
DREAMING! 


THE PLACE 
| USED TO 
LIVE WITH 
MY MOM... 


| DIDN'T 
MEAN TO 

BRING 
THAT UP. 


wlS SAID TO 
BE HAUNTED 
NOw. 


BUT IT’S 
TOO HARD. 


WHAT 
EVER 


DURING a 
THOSE 

FIVE 
YEARS... 


| WISH | 


/ YOU COULD SAY 
SUPPORTED seal Bec 
TAKAHASHI. OF MY HEART 


AND MEAN 
is 


BUT 


| KNOW | 
TAKAHASHI STILL 
APPEARED pig 
BEFORE ME ALL ROT 
BRIGHT AND 


SHINING. 


SHE HASN'T 


HOW CAN YOu 4 a a 
BOTH BE SO ia 
YOU'RE | 
STRONG... |. | gusTTHE| | WONDERED 
\” SAME. HOW THAT 


: COULD BE. 


\ 


IT WAS LIKE 
HAVING THAT 
SHOVED IN MY | COULD SEE 


FACE... HOW MUCH 
TAKAHASHI... 


..HAD BEEN 
PROTECTED. 


HOW MUCH 
YOU'VE 
SUPPORTED 


WHY DIO IT 
HAVE TO BE 
you? 


HOW MUCH 
YOU TWO 
MUST HAVE 
SUPPORTED 
EACH OTHER. 


TELL ME 
TO GOTO 
HELL? 


: : : cc want 
= to sleep — 
) “ner F, W/Up 


wun. 


_ |LALAMI. IT'S 
ONLY... 4 


WOULDN'T 
HAVE 
STEPPED 
ASIDE... 


«FOR 

ANYONE 
ELSE BUT 
YOU. 


Maybe it’s 
because 
Lalami was 


SLEEP 
PARALYSIS 
LAST 


| have to meet 
someone this 
afternoon. 


CALL ME IF 
YOU NEED 
HELP WITH 
ANYTHING. 


THANKS 
FOR 
STAYING 
OVER. 


== BUT | 


o HAVEN'T 
: \\_ UNPACKED 
: ANYTHING 


YET. 


«TO CLEAN 
YOUR ROOM. 


FMS 


ONE MORE 
THING. 


Must Editorial Office Phone Number Ci) 


TO ME 


REALLY 
IMPORTANT 
TOO. 
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WHY AM | SO 
NERVOUS...? 


I'M JUST 
I'LL TELL HER CALLING TO 
THANKS FOR SSN TELL HER | 
THE OTHER : \ MOVED. 
DAY... : : / 


aasil 


«ENOUGH 
FOR NOW, 
ISN'T IT? 


I'D LIKE TO 
SPEAK WITH 
NANAMI 
TAKAHASHI- 
SAN, PLEASE. 


TAKAHASHI 
IS 
CURRENTLY 
(a) EH, WHAT OUT ATA 
2 TIME WILL 


MEETING. 
SHE BE 


BACK? 


SORRY | 
COULDN'T! 
BE OF 
SERVICE, 


4 
\ 


is mM, | 2 Uy 


Mi 


AV OYVANZ 


Sao 


IF YOU'RE 


PON T WAITING UNTIL 
BE A THOSE TWO 
MORON GET BACK ssauenwiesi2 
TOGETHER, IT [ROOT THANKS UP FORA 
MAY TAKE Me GROUP 
FOREVER, YOU U DATE FOR 
KNOW, SENGENSI. | Some TIME. 


... TO GET HER 
OUT OF YOUR 
SYSTEM. 
THAT'S JUST 
SAD. 


insenst= 
tive 


ersow 
Lately, 


o- 
mes ee ee, 
MEE he 


?'M RIGHT, 
AREN'T |? 


..BUT YOU 
REALLY DO 
HAVE TO SEE 
NANAMI’S 
RELATIONSHIP 
THROUGH TO || YOU PUTIT 
THE END... |  SONICELY 
RIGHT 
NOW... 


OKAY, 
IT'S NOT 
A 
GOKON. 


THERE’S 
AGIRL| 
WANT TO 
INTRO- 
DUCE TO 
YOU. 


WILL YOU 
MEET HER 
ONCE? 


CURRENTLY 
AWAY ATA 
MEETING, 
BUT SHE'LL 
BE BACK AT 
THREE 
O'CLOCK. 


MAY | 


SAN, 


MY 
NAME |S 
NA— 


OFFICE 
YET. 


SPEAK WITH 
TAKAHASHI- 


A ? 


EXCUSE ME. 
IS 
TAKAHASHI- 
SAN... 
COULD 
YOU... 
LEAVE 
HERA 
PLEASE MES- 
TELLHER| SAGE? 
CALLED. 
S 
Porn 


Yo, M4 be 


wl HAVEN'T 
SEEN 
NANAMI 
MUCH 
LATELY... 


WATERING 
THE GARDE, Ny 


IT'S 
THREE! 


SHE JUST LEFT 
FOR ANOTHER 
MEETING AND 
SHE WROTE ON 
THE BOARD THAT 
SHE WON'T BE 
BACK IN TODAY. 


CALLED. 


. 
i oo 
ee es 


GOING, 
TAKA- 
HASHI? 


IS EVERY- 
THING 
OKAY WITH 
SHINTANI- 
SAN? 


aeiee Ae LOTS OF INFORMATION 
STUDIO FOR 
THE PHOTO 

\ sHooT? 


TAKAHASHI, 

THE REVISED 

DESIGN HAS 
COME IN. 


NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
YEARS PASS, |HA 
MY HEART 
STILL STOPS 
AT THE NAME 
"YANO." 


YANO'S 
NAME IS 
“NAGAKURA" 
NOW 
ANYWAY. 


EH, THIS MUST 
BE YANO-SAN 
FROM D-DESIGN. 


| WONDER 
WHY SHE 
CALLED? 


WHERE DID 
| PUT HER 
BUSINESS 
CARD? 


| HEARD _..| WONDER 


ABOUT 
YAMAMOTO- | fas in 


SAN'S 
MOTHER 
BRIEFLY 

FROM 

AKI-CHAN, 
BUT... 


HOW ARE 


STORY- THANK YOU 


BOARD Goa: FORYOUR 
AGAIN? HAVE YOU WORK 


BEEN ABLE YESTERDAY!! 


TO FINISH 
THE ROUGH 
ORAFT? 


wARE 
SHOULDN'TY you 
YOUBE GOING 
STARTING TOBE 
ON THE DONE 
ART- 
WORK? 


SHINTANI- 
SAN IS ON 
THE LINE. 


| WON'T BE 
BACK IN THE 
OFFICE UNTIL 
THE STORY- 
BOARD |S 
COMPLETE. 


TO 
SHINTANI-SAN’S 
PLACE AGAIN. 


THEY LOOK 


LIKE... 
y 


\\h 
THE CHERRY, 


BLOSSOMS. 


é 
l 
a : my 7 ° 
| WANT TO 
’ a CHANGE 
: ,YANO'S 
CONCERT... 
oo a 


| HAVE A 
TON OF 
WORK TO 
OO... 


vive wad 
tk. 


ONCE YOU'VE 
FINISHED THE 
WEEDING, 
COULD YOU 
PRUNE THE 
BUSHES OVER 
HERE? 


| WAS Ex- 
PECTING 
TOO 
MUCH? 


wDION’T 
THROW IT 
INTO THE 
SEA. 


| JUST WANT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


TAKAHASHI UNTIL THE VERY END. 


TO THROW IT AWAY. 


TO THROW IT AWAY. 


| DON'T 
WANT 
SHINTANI- 
SANTO | 
MAKE AN 
ESCAPE 


IT'D BE EVEN 
BETTER IF 
|HADA 
SLEEPING 
BAG... 


NO, NO. 
'M NOT 

SUPPOSED | 

TO SLEEP! 


| DON'T 
WANT TO 
DISTURB 
SHINTANI- 
SAN. 


“ THERE'S A 


:| DINER AROUND 


THE CORNER. 
I'M SURE IT 
WOULD BE 

MORE COM- 
FORTABLE FOR 
YOU TO WAIT 


FLL REMAIN 
HERE UNTIL | BROUGHT 
SHINTANI-GAN MY WORK 


FINISHES THE 
STORYBOARD. WITH ME... 


«AND | 
BROUGHT 
BOOKS TOO. 


| WONDER IF 
ITLL TAKE 


ALL NIGHT, ————_______ 


| HARDLY 
SLEPT LAST 
NIGHT 
EITHER... 


WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
TO WAIT 

INSIDE 

THE 

ROOM? 


ws oo > ” 
wore aus, pare aoe 
\Wanarirte'o) 
an home- | EVEN GET 
one si v4) Wd Ly toww!! TIME OFF 
oneal ow . FOR 
THIS?! 


OH, 


THAT'S A 
NICE TIME 
OF YEAR UP 
THERE. 


EL Se ee 


— ; “IT'S BEEN-A’ 
Joo === LONG TIMEX... 


eee, mS Se 4 SINCE | WAS IN 
a gh MY‘HOMETOWN 


IN THE 
SUMMER. 


A Lt 


I 
WANT... 


“nTO TAKE 
YANO BACK 
“WITH ME... 


| WAS TOO 
YOUNG TO 

ACCEPT HIS 
FEELINGS 
BEFORE. 


STAY RIGHT 
THERE! 
I'LL GO BUY 
THEM!! 


we FHAT'S 


JUST A 


FANTASY. 


| 
meg 


I'M 
DELUDED. 


SHINTANI- 


| COMPLETELY 
FORGOT TO 
CALL HER 


(AH, IM 
H ALL_OVER 
HELLO? : : Re THE PLACE. 
THIS IS : Boe SOR re 
TAKAHASHI 3 
FROM MUST. 


YOU GAVE ME A 
CALL, BUT I’M SO 
LATE IN CALLING 
YOU BACK... I'M SORRY, 
: YANO-SAN... 


a= 


a, THE_TRUE MEANING: ru = 
Be or THe RING. 


| 


9 q 


..DID IT HAVE 
TO BE YOU? 


WHY... 


BUSINESS 
TRIP TO 
KOBE, 


KANSAI 
REGION 
BEFORE? 


| MISSED 
OUT ON MY 
SCHOOL 
TRIP IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


IT'LL BE 
GOOD YOU'RE 
wave €0 TRAINING a GOING! 
(A. FORYOU. (¢% 


ac 


eel WON'T 

MAKE THE 
SAME 

MISTAKES. 


Only three 
more 


chaptersiag 


I'M SORRY, | 
UNTIL NOW. 


HE 
CALLED 
ME! 


NANAMI! DID 
YOU CALL ME?! 


DION’T KNOW 


CALLS FROM HER. 
CELL PHONE TOO 


FROmMmY 


CELL. I'LL 
TRY AGAIN 
LATER! 


CANNOT BE 
ANSWERED 


THIS CALL 


AT THE 
MOMENT. 


YOu 
YOUCAN DIDN'T 
CALLITA GET ANY 
DAY,YOU SLEEP 
KNOW? LAST 
NIGHT, 
RIGHT? 


| SHALL STAY 
IN THE OFFICE 
ALL DAY! 


U 
pcae a YANO 
poiuapse: TROMP ies 
Oo EVEN 
) BRINGING 
YANO 7 HER PHON 
CALL ql eee 
ED iF GZ z ATHROOM 
ME. | e with HER 
Lt 


wlT WAS TO 
TELL YOU 

ABOUT THE 
FUNERAL. 


«ABOUT IT | 
LAST WEEK. 


YAMAMOTO- 
SAN’S MOM 


DON'T GET 
YOURSELF 
WORKED 
UP OVER 
IT. 


IT'LL BE 
FINE. 


ae 


TOHIM, 


_—_CONSCIENCE. 


-—= 


JUST LISTEN 
THAT'S ALL. 


EEE | 


Hb itaey 


LLL 


wl SHOULD 
SAY TO 


| WASN'T ABLE 

TO STAY AT HIS f ‘ 
SIDE DURING MUST 

HIS TOUGHEST EDITORIAL 


TIMES. Ns OFFICE. 
) 


| DON'T KNOW 
ANYTHING 


BECAUSE OF THAT, 
| FAILED HIM MANY 
TIMES IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


y, 
HE AYANO BUT. 
“TOOK HAS 
THE TRIED TO 
SO... /INITIA- CONTACT 


-ME. 
Y 


» JRECIPROS, 


A 
TYPHOON 
IS 
COMING, 
HUH... 


WHICH 
BENTO DO 
YOU WANT? 


wlT WON'T BE 
POSSIBLE TO 
SIGHTSEE 
AROUND KYOTO 
AND KOBE 
AFTER ALL... 


WY pont 
NN WANT TO 
XY sigh see in 
KYOTO 
DURING A 


TYPHOON. 


That's 


\\ Wo fun. 


MAYBE... 


THEY SAID 
IT WAS 
SOMEWHERE [FT 
AROUND CAPE 
MUROTOTHIS || 
MORNING ON | 


Z; TV. 


YOU CAN STILL 

GO TO KYOTO IN 

THE TYPHOON IF : 
YOUDON'T CARE / = 
ABOUT THE RAIN. 


Wy NIN x \\ 


\ i \ 


=, 

Sg, ost 
i x 

zS3 Wi & S 


|INEED TO 
GO MAKE A 
PHONE CALL 


WHY DIDN'T 
| TAKE MY 
PHONE WITH 


AFTER 
THES: 


NZ 


ITS BETTER 


andes PROBABLY 
TALK TO HIM / 1 


WORKING 
WHEN | HAVE ]// /\ |///\ RK 
TIME ( | <i 


TONIGHT XK \ [ 
ANYWAY. J || SS 
NG 
<< Q> 


(roe) 


THERE'S 
NO NEED 
TO 
STRESS 
ABOUT IT. 


| CAN CALL 

HIM BACK 
AT THE 
OFFICE, 
CAN'T I?! 


DROWSY AFTER EATING 


I'LL GO 
TOA 
BOOK- 
STORE 
RIGHT 
AWAY 
AND GET 
ITFOR 


\ 


E7 SHE'LL DIE 
YOUNG IF 
SHE 
DOESN'T 
WATCHIT. 
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BY THE WAY, 
| HEARD THE 
TYPHOON IS 
MOVING 
EASTWARD. 


THE WEST 
PROBABLY 
WON'T BE 
AFFECTED 
TOO MUCH. 


VEER 
AWAY! 


PLEASE!! 


THE TYPHOON 
WENT THE YOU'RE 
OTHER WAY, YOU REALLY 
GOT TO COME LUCKY. 
TO KOBE FOR 
FREE, AND YOU 
HAVE A REALLY 
COOL BOSS... 


HAVE ONLY 


EXTREMES. 


I'VE ONLY 
HAD LUCK 
WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
GIRLS. 


THE KIND 
OF Guy } 
WHO GETS 
TWISTED TROUBLE 
AROUND WITH THEM 
HIS GIRL- 
FRIEND'S 
LITTLE oC é 
FINGER? \ AN eA) So maybe 
Vm wot 
lucky? 


| DON’T YOUFELL \ 
CONSIDER | FORAGIRL 
MYSELF j : 


TO BE THE fa cme 
SELF- jo : 


pestruc- 7 [awl 4 TOYOU. 
TIVE TYPE. : 


GIRL WHO'S 
THE TOTAL 
OPPOSITE OF 
YOU, RIGHT? 


Simple. 


IF | WERE 
TO COME 
UP WITHA THINK... 


sal FIND 
MYSELF 
THINKING 
THAT I'VE 
GOTTEN OLD 
SOMEHOW. 


{ YOU'D BE 
WHAT ARE v LL 
(mean Ar.) TOUTALKING 

ABOUT? 
MY HEART YOU'RE “Tyee 


HAS STILL 
GOTTEN 


| DON'T 
GET 
CAUGHT 
UP IN MY 
EMOTIONS 
LIKE 
BEFORE. 
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HE’S ALWAYS 


WEARING 
ANDO LIKE THOSE AND IN THE TIME | 
EDWARD TAILORED HADN'T SEEN HIM, 
GREEN BROOKS MY BEST FRIEND 
re BROTHERS BECAME A 
OR PAUL REALLY... 
KNOW? STUART 


SUITS. 


HE BOUGHT 
Bae A SHINING 
THREW IT DIAMOND 


INTO THE RING... 
SEA LIKE 
IT WAS 
NOTHING! 


1 TURNS |) 
OUT HE 
You DION’T 
sure | THROW 
are... \IT AWAY, 
BUT... 


EVERY- 

THING \ 
HE DOES 
IS COOL. 
IT ANNOYS 
THE HELL 

OUT OF 
Me. 


WHY 
DOES HE 
HAVE TO 
BE THE 
ONE TO 


IF SHE HAD eae 
CHOSEN HIM, SHORT 


SHE DEFINITELY 
WOULD HAVE 
HAD A HAPPY 

LIFE. 


so! 
KEEP 
ASKING 
MYSELF 
WHY... 


DESERVES 
TO BE 
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ASIDE, BUT... 


YOU'RE GOING 
: TO KYOTO 
NOW, RIGHT? 


DON'T 
WORRY 
ABOUT IT. 
RELAX AND 
ENJOY 
YOURSELF. 


WANT ME 
TO BRING 
YOU BACK 
ANYTHING 
FROM 
KYOTO? 


BEEN JUST AS 


HE TROUBLED 
STILL WENT AS YOU ARE 
ALL-OUT TO 
CHALLENGE 


YOu. 


«OR GOING EASY 
ON HIM ISN'T 
RIGHT, IS IT? 


FEELING 
BAD 
ABOUT 
Ls 


SS SS 

«YOU HA\ 

TO ACCEPT 

THE BATON 
HE PASSED 


| TO YOU. 


ONCE YOU UNDERSTAND... | 


YOU MUST 
ACCEPT THE 
CHALLENGE. 


SO 
THAT'S 
WHAT HE 
MEANT. 


YOU CAN DO IT! 
CZ 


| WON'T THROW EVERYTHING 
AWAY SO EASILY. 


THAT APPLIES TO TAKAHASHI... 


TAKE, I'LL 
SHOW YOU... 


«WHAT 
YOU WANT 
TO SEE. 


Jinbocho 


Line: To Nishi-Takashimadaira ||. 


ine: To Motoyawata 
e: To Oshiage/Tobu Line 


INSTALL AN 
ESCALATOR 
TO THE 
GROUND 


+SO I'M SORRY 
| COULDN'T 

CALL YOU BACK 

SOONER... 


KOBE ON A 
BUSINESS 
TRIP RIGHT 
NOW... 


\ 


STRAIGHT 
TO SEE 


\\ | THOUGHT | 
\\ MIGHT BE... 


.. THAT | STOPPED 
PAYING-ATTENTION 


= 


FOR A MOMENT. 


NANAMI FELL 
DOWN THE 
STAIRS AT THE 
STATION. 
SHE'S BEEN 
TAKEN TOA 
HOSPITAL IN AN 
AMBULANCE! 


CONTACT 
YOU AS 
SOON 
AS |GET 


| OID YOU 
TELL 


| moto? | 


| DON’T KNOW 
WHAT'S 
GOING ON, 
BUT YANO 
WAS THE ONE 
WHO CALLED 
ME ABOUT IT. 


OUR COMPANY 
ISN'T AS 
RELAXED AS 


A COUPLE 
PEOPLE 
FROM OUR 
COMPANY 
HAVE 
HEADED 
TO THE 


HOSPITAL... | 


‘MON 
MY WAY. 
WHICH 
HOSPITAL 


DON’T CALL 
ME AT WORK 
TO INVITE ME 

TO MORE 
GROUP 
DATES. 


/ 


HE WAS 
IN KOBE... 


...BUT HE’S 
CATCHING 
THE BULLET 
TRAIN TO 
GET TO THE 
HOSPITAL. 


.. THE ONE 


PERSON 
WHO WOULD 
NEVER MAKE 


YOU SAD 


ee 


ee 


_ 


-— 


oe: 
pene 
i 


ee 


ene 
ii 


THIS 
CAN'T BE 
HAPPENING. 


THERE 
‘ MUST BE 
7 _ SOME 
_ MISTAKE. 
. 50MEONE 

TELL ME 
THIS IS 
ONLY A 
DREAM. 


BRNAD 


HE 
WON'T 
PICK UP... 


WE 
APOLO- 
GIZE FOR 
ANY 
INCONVE- 
NIENCE. 


THIS 
TRAIN 


| WILL STOP 
|) UNTIL WE 


ARE 
NOTIFIED 
IT 1S SAFE 

TO 
RESUME 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
TAKE? 


BECAUSE 
OF THE 
TYPHOON, 
THE WIND 
VELOCITY IS 
EXTREMELY 
STRONG. 


IT 1S TOO 
DANGER- 
OUS TO 


STATION, 
MIKAWA- | 
ANJO. 


PROCEED... 


?’'M AT THE 
HOSPITAL. 


THEY'RE 
DOING ACT 
SCAN NOW. 
< 


A 


TAKAHASHI WAS 
TAKEN INTO THE 
TREATMENT 
ROOM AND 
HASN'T COME 


HOW FAR 
DID SHE 
FALL DOWN 
| THE STAIRS? 


WHERE ARE 
YOU RIGHT 
Now? 


SHE'LL 
BE 


FINE. 


«lS NO 
MATCH FOR 
TAKAHASHI. 


MIKAWA- 
ANJO. 


THE BULLET 
TRAIN 
STOPPED. 


HOW 
LONG DO 
YOU NEED 
TO WAIT? 


ABLY HASHI.. 
FELT 
olzzy 


TaTATAIA] 
mana 


suAND 
JUST 
TELL HER. 


«TO WHAT 
I'M ABOUT 
TO SAY. 


PROVIDES } 
THE BASE TO 
YOUR AND 

TAKAHASHI’S 


DON’T 
FORGET 
WHAT | DID 
FOR YOU. 


TAKE 
BACK ALL 
THE TIME 
YOU'VE 


.- WITH 
EVERYTHING 
YOU'VE GOT. 


IF | HAO 


I-’M NOT THE ONE 
yOu SHOULD BE 
CONFESSING YOUR 
LOVE TO! 


AND 
GET BACK 
HERE. 


ABOUT 
FIVE 
HOURS 
BY TAXI 
TO 
TOKYO. 


WHICH WAIT FOR 
WOULD BE THE TRAINS 
FASTER? = \\ / TO START 
RUNNING 
AGAIN. 


I'LL CHOOSE WHICHEVER ONE THAT 
IS EVEN SLIGHTLY MOVING. 


\\ = | INEED You To 


: ee RUSH TO THE L | 
\ ete | 
<= =| HOSPITAL TO | isueresr 
\ — HELP SUPPORT OUT OF THE 
S ee TAKE. MEETING, SO 
. oe "MON MY 
: WAY... 


THE | 
BULLET HE’S 
TRAINS ARE 
_ | FREAKING 
STOPPED. | OUTA 
BIT cs 


IT MIGHT 
So| BEFASTER 
“TO TAKE A 


wait: TAXI. 
ce) 
Ww 
ne. 
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TEXT ME wd 
AS SOON ALMOST 
AS DEAD, SO 
THERE'S A M GOING 
CHANGE IN TO HANG 

STATUS. UP. 


MY wALL 
PHONE...| RIGHT? 


MUCH IS 
IT GOING 
TO COST? 


Gc 
HOW ¥ i 


.. SOMETHING 


HAS 
HAPPENED TO 
_ DON'T TAKAHASHI... 
EVER 
FORGIVE 


ME. 


BLAME 
ME FOR 
THE REST 
OF MY 


WILL 
PROBABLY 
DIE IF | MAKE 
ONE MORE 
CALL. 


CRAP. THE 
BATTERY... 


HANG IN THERE. 


EXCUSE 


ISIT Say iG 
MIZUHARA- ‘ul 
SAN... \ 


THAT GIRL... 
WHAT'S HER 
NAME AGAIN? 


OR 
MIZUGUCHI- 
SAN...7 


IT'S MY TURN TO 
TELL YOU THIS TIME. 


HAVE A LP VII LISTEN! 
CRUSHON \* Y 

YOU. 
PROBABLY. 


«WORRIED 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
AND WANT 
TO TALK... 


YOU CAN DO IT, TAKAHASHI. 


+ OON'T 
THINK 
THAT 

YOU'RE ALL 

ALONE. 


[ ««e WATCH- 
ING OVER * 
\ you. 


+. YOURE 
NOT AT 
ABSOLUTE 
ZERO, 
RIGHT? 


| KNOW THE 
PERSON YOU 
REALLY, REALLY 
LIKE IS GONE... 


BUT THERE 
ARE STILL 
PEOPLE WHO 
REALLY, REALLY 
4 LIKE YOU. IF YOU 
THINK OF IT 
THAT WAY... 


ILL ALWAYS BE 
WATCHING 
OVER YOU, 

YANO. 


.l'VE REPEATED THAT OVER AND OVER IN MY HEAD. 


MIZUHARA. 


WORRYING... 


sialD 
A PRIVILEGE 
OF THE LIVING, 
ISN'T IT? 


+e YOU 
MADE ME 
STRONG. 


LET'S CREATE 
APRESENT 

THAT'S BETTER 

THAN MY PAST. 
LISTEN UP 
BECAUSE | 

DON'T WANT 
TO REPEAT 
MYSELF. 


BECAUSE | KNEW YOU WERE LIVING SOMEWHERE UNDER THE SAME SKY. 


THOUGH WE WER T, | NEVER FORGOT YO 


I'VE ALWAYS WISHED FOR YOUR HAPPINESS. 


THAT'S WHAT HAS SUPPORTED ME TO THIS DAY. 


YOU'RE THE ONE... 


..WHO MADE ME STRONG. 


THE 
NUMBER 
YOU HAVE 
REACHED 
HAS BEEN 
TURNED 
OFF ORIS 
CURRENTLY 
OUT OF 
RANGE. 


PLEASE 
LEAVE A 
MES- 
SAGE 
AFTER 
THE 
BEEP. 


wl LL GIVE 
UP EVERY- 
THING. 


SO 
PLEASE... 


NOTHING 
ELSE 
MATTERS 
BUT YOU. 


WAIT FOR ME 
THIS ONE 
LAST TIME. 


..WITH TAKE BACK 
EVERYTHING ALL THE TIME 
YOU'VE GOT. YOU'VE 

LOST... 


FRIENDS AND L 


FAMILY OF 
NANAMI 

TAKAHASHI- | 
SAN? EE 


OID YOU 


WHEN | HEAR? 
STARTED TO 
STAND UP 
TO THANK HIM, 
| GOT DIZZY 
es) FROM ANEMIA 
fo pte wuBUT A MAN 
wit : AT THE 
wi BOTTOM 
CAUGHT ME. 


THEY DID ALL 
SORTS OF 
TESTS ON ME 
WHILE | WAS 
ASLEEP... 


«FWOOSH!! 


THEY SAID | BUT 
WAS JUST THEY 
TIRED FROM DION'T 
OVERWORK. FIND ANY- 
THING 
WRONG. 


THAT'S SO 
LIKE YOU. 


| WANTED 
TO THANK 
YOU... 


| 
LISTENED 
TO... 


wlWY 
PROMISE, 
DION'T I? 


YOUR 
COMPASS 
WAS 
BROKEN. 


I'VE 
(oey\= 
BACK. 


BUT 
YOU'VE 
COME 
BACK, 


YOU JUST 
TOOKA 
DETOUR. 
YOu 
DIDN'T 
RUN 
AWAY. 
YOU LOST 
YOUR WAY 
FORA 
LITTLE 
WHILE. 


I'M SORRY. 
| PROMISED 
TO ALWAYS 

WATCH 

OVER YOU. 


BUT | 
LOST 
SIGHT OF 
YOU ON 
THE WAY. 
| RAN 
AWAY. 


TAKE 
YOUR 
TIME... 


AND 
REST 
HERE. 


BUT 
EVERYTHING 


IS FINE NOW. 


YOU DON’T 
lala\ =k) 
WORRY 
ANYMORE. 


YOU MUST BE 
EXHAUSTED, 
YOU MUST 
HAVE HAD A 
HARD TIME. 
YOU WENT 
THROUGH A 
LOT, DIDN'T 
YOu? 


THANK 
YOU FOR 
WAITING 
FOR ME. 


D.TH 


RE 


LH 


WHAT IF... 
BACK THEN, I... 


Pe 


. 


a 
oe 


es 
a 
ae 
/  . 
a i 


| 


"MSO 
HUNGRY! 


I'LL HAVE 
TEMPURA 


IN THE 
STUDIO! 
FOLLOW THE 
RULES, WILL 

you?! 


JUST . BerO 

¢ A\ | HAVE going) ANLOF Al / 
INSTANT Ep start 
NOODLES. 


THEN WHY 
DON'T YOU 
SMOKE 

Too?! 


ah 
ries NO SMOKING Ss *\ 
y \ 
© \l 
I \\ 


YOU FORCED 

EVERYONE TO STOP 

HEN — SMOKING BECAUSE 

“YOU YOU WANTED QuIT... 
AK 


0 
prea a y 


ese: 


WHY DON'T WE 
SPLURGE TONIGHT 
AND HAVE FOOD 
DELIVERED TO 


us?! 


Get 
tt?! 
THERE ARE 
JOBS | 
DON’T FEEL 
LIKE DOING 
IF | CAN'T 
SMOKE. 


rg \ 


NINE YOU GUYS we 
FINISH YOUR * 


7 \ ( 
ay “APPARENTLY | \ 
IF YOUHAVE \__ "WR | LAST WEEK ! \ 
|IWANT TO TIME TO GET eo 1 HECAME 1 INSTANT 
LEAVE BY NOSY, COULD | BACKFROM J~ :NOODLES? | 
\ AICHI : | 
ij 


\ 
\ 
\ 
ay 3 


TONIGHT. 


WHO |S 
SUBJECT 
TO THE 
WHIM OF 


"ere (  !MALREADY 
| BOUGHT LET ME SITTING 
THAT MAKE YOU DOWN. 
COFFEE. aa 


COFFEE. 


WHAT 
KINO OF 
GIRL IS 


lose THIS IS 
ONE STRONG 


wR ieee 
RM DINNER. IS WHICH TV 
Ww THIS CELEBRITY 
mage DOES SHE 
KINO OF 
HARASS- 


MENT? 


SORRY 


..WE HAD 
TO MEET 
UP SO 
LATE. 


| DON'T 
|USUALLY MIND. 
WORK THIS 
LATE 


ANYWAY HOW ABOUT 


GOING TOA 
BAR | KNOW? 


MOTOHARU! 
LONG TIME 
NO SEE!! 


Heer tl 


HELP OUT AT THIS 
PLACE EVERY NOW 
ANDO THEN WHEN 
| FIRST CAME TO 
TOKYO. 

It’s Like coming 


| ORDERED 
IT TO CALM 
MY NERVES. 


MY, | 
HEART, 1S 


— —~— 


caw & ih 


FOUN 
__ING. 


YOU FINALLY 
BROUGHT A 
GIRL HERE. 


YOU'VE NEVER 
COME HERE 
WITH A GIRL 
BEFORE. 


YOU'RE... 


w THE FIRST. 
GIRL HE'S 
BROUGHT TO 
MY BAR. 


SO YOU DID 
WORK AS A 
BARTENDER. 
THAT’S REALLY 
COOL. 


ssACTUALLY 
SOFTER 


..YOU CAN <2 THAN YOU 
EVEN SLICE A THINK, 


BLOCK OF ICE : AS LONG AS 
THIS LARGE IN YOU DO IT 
HALF. A THE RIGHT 
WAY... 


[t’s sweet and 
easy to drink, but 


LL TEXT 
You 
LATER. 


ABIRTHDAY 
PRESENT! 


wel WAS 
WONDERING... 


\ ss TAKA-CHAN'S 
decided WEDDING |S IN 

to extend SAPPORO 
NEXT MONTH. 


Ww! 
vacatlow 
awa visit 

Kushiro 
after that. 


ui ' 
coxiulF-YOU'D LIKE es 
TOCOME _ 
WITH ME TO 
KUSHIRO TOO. 


IT’S JUST 
| NEVER 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT 
GOING BACK 
TO KUSHIRO. 


IT'S FINE 
‘} IF YOU 
DON’T 
WANT 


OH. TO: 


HOLD 
ONTO THIS 
WHILE | 


THINK IT 
OVER. 


we THAT 
WEDDING... 


BUT THEN AGAIN... 


HOUGH WE'VE TEXTED EACH OTHER A LOT, 
WE'RE BOTH BUSY WITH WORK... 


It’s 5 Jul 


..AND WE KEEP MISSING EACH OTHER. already? 


SHOPPING WITH AKI-CHAN FOR A 
Yano, do you think PRESS TO WEAR AT THE WEDDING 
you can make it to 


Kushiro? 


do you 
think? 


Yes, I’m trying 
to work it into 
my schedule. 


missing 
some- 
thing. 


| WENT 
TO SAYHI TO 

TAKA-CHAN 
A MOMENT 


a Hey 
KY HOWLONG 

ARE YOu WHEN Yours 

STAYING IN | SEE <oo! 


SAPPORO? FAMILIAR 


aC 


a 


«LOOKS 
<3 A BIT LIKE 
TAKEUCHI-KUN. © 


THAT GUY 
WHO WENT TO 
SIT ON THE 


my 


o 


WHAT? 
YOU'RE 

LEAVING 
TOMOR- 


UH-HUH. 


Sorry, I’m still 
adjusting my 
schedule. I should 
be able to tell you 
by tomorrow. 


WHAT Zy Zin ov | 
ARE yOu c= 3) 

DOING 

HERE?! - | 


Takeeucht-Rur 
too?! 


oi ai er 
Hey, give ( WHAT TOOK Ve 
: ¥ rm (GY \ YOU SO mae Y, 


5 ( y) LONG?! HIM? |. 


\ Ht ee HH 


i , 


aN 1K A? mu \\NY 9 : 
ory | . . | \ © | 
a) 


I just came in 
from the Me got 
airport awhile 0st. 


How hy. 990, NR 
~*~ aE a ((), f 
wi CAN'T / i) be ad 


keep uP: 2" JN ~/ 


WITH 
WHAT'S 
HAPPENING. 


MIZU-CHIN. 
WE MET THE 


VM SORRY |Your 5 
CAUSED | wank “Pe 
wore >| 


\aig 
wen fe 


YOU'VE 
BEEN WELL 
SINCE 
THEN? 


HOW HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
DOING? 


IT’S PART 
OFA 
TRAINING 
SESSION. 


LEAVING 
, FOR NEW 
YORK. 


EMPLOYEES / 4 | THINK | 
ARE Q : TOLD YOU 


MY ENGLISH IS REQUIRED TO be ABOUT ITA 
TERRIBLE, AND | ys OO IT WITHIN LONG TIME 
LOVE JAPAN AND Fa FIVE YEARS 
JAPANESE FOOD, SO OF JOINING 
| PUT IT OFF... THE 


AEA ES COMPANY. / 


THAT'S 
NOTHING ey,,, 
TO CRY 
ABOUT, 
IS IT?! 


IT’S JUST 
AYEAR. IT’S ABOUT 


ONE 
eo TIME | WENT. 


lh 


GOOD TIME 
FOR ME TO 
FOR BE AWAY... 
ABIT. 
FROM YOU, 
TAKAHASHI... 


«ANDO FROM 
MOTO TOO. 


(= 


HERE. 


WHAT 


ct Q . 
| 


| Z 
TI 
ie) 


THAT IS 
MY WISH. 


THROWING 
THINGS AWAY 
IS EASY. 


wl WANT TO 
LIVE MY LIFE 

KEEPING WHAT 
IS PRECIOUS 

TO ME. 


GO OUT WITHA 
HUNDRED GIRLS 
IN AMERICA. 


ror veal 
this tLe. 


CAN'T 

BELIEVE you 

Have THE YOU. 
NERVE... 


UU 
... TO SHOW YOUR 


FACE IN FRONT OF 
NANAMI AGAIN! 


TWILL 


NEVER » EVEN IF "'LL NEVER 
FORGIVE NANAMI FORGIVE 
you, GOT YOU... 


IT? 


| NEVER 
EXPECTED 
ANYONE 


.. WOULD TO 
EVER oe 
FORGIVE ‘ 


ME. 


+ TAKAHASHI 
OR ANYONE 
ELSE... 


BUT IN 
SPITE OF 
EVERY- 
THING... 


IT'S LIKE A 
MIRACLE 
FORME. 


+.SHE ALLOWED 
ME TO BE WITH 
HER AGAIN. 


I'M VERY 
GRATEFUL FOR 
TAKAHASHI. 


| SHOULD 


SHE WAS HAVE TOLD 
REALLY HAPPY MIZU-CHIN 
TO SEE YOU ABOUT YOU 


SHE WAS BEFOREHAND. 


HERE TODAY, ak 


IN 


\\\ Nt Wr Se 
\\\ WA 
]] \ a \ 


My 
y 
MK 
WN 


—x 
n2 
Vo) 
w 
30 
Se 
~ <x 


wALL 
ALONG... 


\ \ (oy 
\ 


BECAUSE 
| WAS ABLE 
TO MEET 
YOU 


TAKE SOME 
OVER TO 
TAKEUCHI-KUN’S 
PLACE? 


# 


i 


SO YOU GAVE 
uP BECOMING 

THE WIFE OF silk ie 
AN OVERSEAS 
BUSINESS- 


YOU KNOW, 
| REALLY 
LIKED 
TAKEUCHI- 
KUN, BUT... 


TAKEUCHI- 


KUN’S 
GOING TO 
¥ = NEW YORK 
es oY IN THE 
Bona 
pgslO™ 
aN \oe oa 
ae yen" 


IT’S DO 
THE wAY OBVIOUS. you HUH? 
YOU SMILE KNOW— 
HAS 
CHANGED 


AGAIN. 


TELL 
YANO NOT 
TO BOOKA 
HOTEL. 
HE CAN 
STAY HERE. 


DON'T 
FORGET... 


\'M OFF. 


TAKEUCHI 


HELLO, 
AYAKA-SAN. 


IS YOUR 
MOTHER 


RUNNER 


BEANS 
ream senovares as 
mom's 
THE STORE. 


GARDEN. 


DO YOU 
WANT TO 
COME IN 
FOR TEA? 


YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME. 


mayoe 
id 


Late? 


we HASN'T 
ARRIVED 


FOR A LONG TIME... 


i} / 
}\ 


eee! | /A\ 


..A MEMORY? 


NOW I UNDERSTAND. 


..FOR THE PERSON WHO DISAPPEARED BEYOND THOSE RAILS. 


IT DIDN'T END HERE. 


Many) 


ih 


? 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING 


THIS IS FOR 
DEPARTING 
TRAINS. 


WHAT 
. ARE YOU 
RIGHT. =) DOING ON 
TRAINS s THIS 
ARRIVE ON » PLATFORM? 
THE OTHER y 


PLAT- 


‘(ame | 


——— 


1 
‘ 
1 
1 
j 


Jive 


i) Nee 


Mh 
MW 


SU Mi, 
, Wa 


Sal, 


dtl z 


GROUND IS 
JUST SOFT 
HERE. 


rsa 
marsh. 


ZS a 
| DROPPED BY Ci : : af \( 
TAKE’S PLACE SwrF , > _- a Ga 
THIS MORNING. AA \ a= 
His SwFF = Sk | eA ZX 
pr EXT ges 


| WAS 
SCARED 
AYAKA 
WOULD 
PUNCH ME... 


THE 

lS WELFARE 
GONE. PENSION 
HALL... 


TAKAHASHI. 


vA 


FONT Nel Merc 
WW yee 


\ 7 v4 e. 


IT'S 
FINE, 
ISN'T IT? 
IT’S SIX 


ENOUGH 
ALREADY. 


« 


Ail #)) 


DAMN, 
THIS FEELS 
GOOD. 


Ys 


V(t aie 


THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
LOVED HIM... 


ALWAYS THERE 


ALL ALONG. 


waa THAT es 


..HE DOESN'T 
HAVE TO 
DOUBT LOVE 
ANYMORE. 


TAKAHASHI, 
A HUGE CHECK 
CATER- THIS OUT. 
PILLAR!! 


TREE 


apse PETTR ERT 


IT WOULDN'T 
BE WORTH 
ANYTHING... 


f\ 


* 


MC 


y “Vf WAC PE, EI 
SO, ay 


| MIGHT 
END uP 
WITHA 
PERMA- 


«REALLY 
DISORGA- 
NIZED... 


AND A 
BAD COOK 
| TOO, YOU 

KNOW? 


\ OKAY. 


«AND ALL 
TAKA YOUR 

ROTTEN 
Hastie Oney 


PLEASE 
BECOME 
MY 
FAMILY. 


KE \ az Rx. yi 


SSS 


YOU CAN 
LEAVE 


THE 
\ CONUTS | 
Ml HERE 


GOOD 
MORNING! 


YOUR 
BODY IS 


NICE AND 


COLD. 


THERE'S 


aS Ce 
ry (0 LIKE US TO 
=| GOTODAY, IF 


= DON'T 


MIND. 


PHdpT 


T ae 
waar oo \Oulpf| SESH | waa FAAHEF, 


SAY? 


Swisy 


WHUFF 
ROWE’ | Al A ONC 
: A WEF... 


77 


| AH. 


I-| HAVE 
POOR CIR- 
1) CULATION. 


THEY SAIO IT 
WAS OVER 
THAT WAY. 


The persow a 
veceptow- 


uh [' i 
‘Wanita 


WHERE ARE 
THE CANOLE 
HOLDERS? 

PROBABLY 

INSIDE THE 
STORAGE AREA 
BENEATH THE 
GRAVESTONE. 


se 


WANTED YOU TO HAVE ON YOUR 


WHAT IS IT? 
WHAT IS IT?! 


IT'S THE 


LIMITED- \ 1 CTE li wach 


EDITION 
ren|_ (score! EpiTion?! J] alice collecting 
IT’S CUTE! BUT THAT CAME | this ~ 
think) (T'S A STRANGE ()/ \ WITEMTEE: ere 
WMR\ COLOR FOR A ; 
san) PENGUIN. J 
HOW MANY 
CHOCO- 


a2 | LATE EGGS 
NANA-SAN MUST KN DID SHE 
HAVE WORKED *K EAT TO GET 
REALLY HARD TO THIS...? 
Buy SO MANY 
CHOCOLATE EGGS ©) oot 
WITH HER LIMITED ee Te tokes vel 
ALLOWANCE!! for pen) one for 
ind. tynaitced-t 
so le * ‘00 
Wea figure 0} 


oe 


HAPPY ISTH 
BIRTHDAY 


I'M SORRY 
I'M SO LATE 
IN VISITING 
YOU. 


THANK YOU 
FOR THE 

BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT. 


HOW OLD 
ARE YOU 


EVEN THOUGH 
WE'RE 25 NOW, 
IT DOESN'T 


NO, IT 
DOESN'T. 


IT’S NICE 
TO MEET 
YOU. 


SOMEONE 
ONCE SAID... 


Sa 


\\) “MEMORIES... 


ARE SIMPLY A PRODUCT 
OF ONE'S IMAGINATION, 
CREATED FROMTHE | 
FRAGMENTS OF THE PAST. 


REMEMBERING IS THE SAME 
AS SEEING AN ILLUSION. 


SO WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LIVE? 


WHAT IF | HAD STOPPED THERE... 
IF |HAD TAKEN A TURN... 


IF | HADN'T COME ACROSS THAT 
BUMP IN THE ROAD... 


IF | HADN'T TAKEN A DETOUR... 


IF |HAD NEVER STOPPED... 


WHAT IF, BACK THEN... 


WHAT IF...? 


NG ! y 
| | N | 
H) Hl 


| 
| ||MADE MANY CHOICES TO 
|| |AT THIS POINT. 


a1 


| 
| | 
| i | 
“THERE WAS A ME WHO MA ; 
ERE-WAS-A-ME-WHO-MADE-MISTAKES.—! = 
| 
| 


THE} SAI 


ARRIVE 


= BUTITS/ALWAYS BEEN’ 
EOE FOR YOU, FOR HIM, 


a3 


DE GOOD CHOICES. 


aa 
MED 


2; FOR EVE 


Hai 


~ 

KR Ox x 
Rvs weeae 
NaN S SkyakpDy 
EO THHseh 
2538 Sg ESS 
Raat < SR 
EW dv 


IT'S ALL FINE. 


THE TIMES | LAUGHED. 
THE TIMES | CRIED. 


TAKE AS 
MUCH TIME 
AS YOU NEED. 


THEY ARE ALL PART OF MY 
KIND MEMORIES. 


AND SO | WILL PRAY AGAIN TODAY... 


MAY YOUR MEMORIES... 


BE KIND TO 


WE WERE THERE/END 


Transferring one’s dream and the images from one’s brain onto a 
piece of paper isa fun and simple task, but when you adda story 
as well, you suddenly end up wandering into a labyrinth of eternal 
suffering. lama wanting manga creator, and I have made these 
characters wander about a lot. Even as I write this, I still do not 
know if this was the right way. Maybe there was a different way—a 
better way around it? So I hope we will meet again in my next work 
with all these questions to solve piled up in front of me. This series 
went on for ten years if I include the time I was on hiatus. Thank 
you very much for supporting this series for such a long time. 


—Yuuki Obata 


Yuuki Obata’s birthday is January 9. Her debut manga, Raindrops, won 
the Shogakukan Shinjin Comics Taisho Kasaku Award in 1998. Her 
current series, We Were There (Bokura ga Ita), won the 50th Shogakukan 
Manga Award and was adapted into an animated television series. She 
likes sweets, coffee, drinking with friends, and scary stories. Her hobby 
is browsing in bookshops. 
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